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nue, Lower Provinces, 13 March 1835, and
in the following year became private secretary
to Lord Auckland, the governor-general of
India. In this post he served for six years,
obtaining the entire confidence of the gover-
nor-general, and i bringing (in Lord Auck-
land's words) to his duties an extensive and
accurate knowledge of the interests of India,
in its history, and in the details of its ad-
ministration.' Colvin (with Henry Torrens)
is generally credited with having induced
Lord Auckland to undertake the first expe-
dition into Afghanistan (cf. KATE, Hist, of
War in Afghanistan (1874), i. 351). He re-
turned to England with Lord Auckland, and
after a furlough of three years recommenced
his Indian career. He held for a short time
in 1845 the post of resident in Nepaul, and
was then in 1846 transferred to the commis-
sionership of the Tenasserim Provinces, where
his administration gave much satisfaction
both to the government and to the public.
He was next promoted to the Sudder court
in 1849, where he became facile princeps, so
much so that it was generally said that the
pleaders had sometimes to be reminded that
they ought to address the court and not Mr.
Colvin. As he had not had a regular judi-
cial training, and his knowledge of law was
chiefly derived from the vigour with which
he had applied to the study of it at the time,
this was justly considered as a remarkable
proof of his intellectual superiority. When,
therefore, he was appointed lieutenant-go-
vernor of the north-western provinces on the
death of Mr. James Thomason in 1853, there
was no man in the service whose name stood
higher for activity, ability, and force of cha-
racter, and he had already been marked out
as a fit man for the council. As lieutenant-
governor he exhibited anindustry and mastery
of details which were quite astonishing. In
the suppression of crime he took an especial
interest, and kept the whole machinery of
the police on the alert. In the revenue de-
partment he did much for the settlement of
the Saugor and Nerbudda territories, then
recently attached to his government, and gave
great attention to the department of public
works. Under his rule the Ganges canal was
prosecuted to completion, and road-making
was everywhere advanced. In education,
while developing the scheme of primary edu-
cation introduced by his predecessor, Mr.
Thomason, he inaugurated the more compre-
hensive system prescribed by the home au-
thorities in 1854. It was sometimes said
that he over-governed, and such was Ms con-
scientious anxiety to make himself acquainted
with even the minutest details, that the ac-
cumulation of business was almost too great

for his secretaries, and he himself suffered
from constant and unwearying labour. From
works of peace and improvement Colvin was
suddenly called to face the military insurrec-
tion of 1857. His position was very perilous.
Of British troops he only had at his disposal
a weak regiment of infantry and a battery of
artillery, while the officer commanding the
brigade at Agra proved to be singularly in-
efficient. Unlike Lawrence in the Punjab,
Colvin had no warning, and the mutiny had
actually broken out within his government
and the rebels were in possession of Delhi be-
fore he could begin to act; but he promptly
and vigorously did what was in his power.
He held a parade of the troops at Agra, when
he tried to disabuse the minds of the native
troops of the prevalent delusions as to the
government's intention of interfering with
their religion or caste. On 24 May he issued
a proclamation offering a pardon to the soldiers
who had engaged in the disturbances, with the
exception of those who had committed heinous
crimes. This proclamation did not receive
the approval of the governor-general, and was
at the time a subj ect of much discussion. Col-
vin was ordered' to modify its terms, which
he did; but he defended his policy with much,
ability. On 1 June he disarmed the two native
regiments at Agra; subsequently organised a
corps of volunteer horse for service in the
neighbourhood, and a foot militia for the pro-
tection of the city; strengthened the fort and
made arrangements for the reception, within,
its walls of the entire Christian population of
the cantonment and city. On 5 July a battle
with the mutinous regiments of thetota con-
tingent ended in the retreat of the British
force just at the moment when the natives had
exhausted their ammunition and were about
to retire. The garrison and the Christian popu-
lation had taken refuge in the fort. Colvin's
first attack of illness immediately preceded
his entry into the fort. He lived, however,
to be transferred to the cantonments, where
he died on 9 Sept. 1857, and was buried inside
the fort on the following morning. The gover-
nor-general announced his death in a public
notification, describing him as e one of the
most distinguished among the servants of the
East India Company/ and bearing testimony
to his ( ripe experience, his high ability, and
his untiring energy.' He married Emma
Sophia, daughter of the Eev. V. Sneyd, by
whom he was father of Sir Auckland Oolvin,
KC.M.GL and C.I.E.
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